Five wolf unit

By Jim Servi
Contributing Writer

Rhinelander, Wis— With great
anticipation, the 2013 wolf season
opened Oct. 15, and, with even
greater surprise, the announce-
ment came just six days later that
Zone 2 already would be closing.

Zone 1 and Zone 5 quickly fol-
lowed, closing the next week, and
leaving three wolf-hunt zones
closed by the end of October.

The Zone 4 closure followed
shortly thereafter, as of 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, Nov, 5.

The DNR then closed Zone 6 to
hunting and trapping on
Thursday, Nov. 7, at 2 p.m. The
state wolf harvest quota for Zone
6 was set at 30 wolves, and the clo-
sure process began when 29
wolves were reported killed.

With that closure, a total of five
wolf zones had been closed this.
season, with just Zone 3 remain-
ing open as of Nov. 21. Any
hunters or trappers who have a
tag may still pursue wolves in
Zone 3.

. Zone 2 and Zone 5 also were the
first to close last year, but not until
Now. 16. The season is scheduled
to run through the end of
February, but if harvest numbers
continue to exceed the pace of last
year, the season could again close
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early, as it did last year.

As of Nov. 30, 29 wolves had
been registered in Zone 3. That
zone has a quota of 71 animals.

At mid-month, it appeared
unlikely the wolf season would
last through the gun deer season,
but harvest rates in Zone 3 have
been much lower than in the other
five zones.
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201olf Harvest Information

Zone 3 was the last to close in
2012, on Dec. 23.

A total of 1,844 resident and 11
nonresident wolf licenses were
sold through Nov. 20, which will
surely surpass the $289,865.50 in
revenue the wolf season produced
last year.

Trapping dominated the harvest
method so far this year, with more
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Zone Harvest Quota

il 7% 76
2 29 28
3 29 71
4 12 12
5 33 34
6 31 30
Total 211 251
2012 Zone Closures
Zone Date Closed
i Dec. 2
o Nov. 16
B Dec. 23
4 Now. 16
5 Dec. 12
6

Dec. 14

than 70 percent of wolves being
caught in foot-hold traps in the
initial harvest report through Nov.
20. Last year, 44 percent of wolves
were trapped through the first
week, with 52 percent trapped
during the entire season. Only two
of the wolves harvested were
radio-collared.

The quick closure of five zones
this season has led to speculation
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that perhaps the population is
even higher than the 809 to 834
over-winter minimum count. Last
year’s quota of 116 wolves didn’t |
make a dent in the wolf popula-
tion, so the quota was more than
doubled to 251 wolves this year.

Part of the confusion in setting

quotas and issuing tags is that a

certain portion of the quota is set
aside for Chippewa tribal use, but
tribal leadership has not allowed
its members to make use of the
tribal tags. Tribal members who
want a wolf tag have been apply-

ing for state-issued licenses. In |

2012, 85 wolves were set aside for |
tribal members in the ceded terri- |

tory. The quota for state-licensed
hunters and trappers last year was
116 wolves, for a total quota of |
201. ,

This year, some of the quota that
would have been considered for
the tribes was shifted to state-
licensed hunters and trappers.

Kurt Thiede, the DNR land divi-
sion administrator, issued the fol-
lowing statement in response to
the quick closure.

“There could be a variety of fac- |

tors contributing to this higher
rate of harvest,” Thiede said.

“Given that this is only our second |

year of wolf hunting and trapping
in the state, it is difficult to say
whether this year is an anomaly or
whether this could become the
norm moving forward.”
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