DNR working on its beaver plan

By Jim Servi

Contributing Writer !
Madison — Even as longtime DNR furbearer

ecologist John Olson nears retirement, he and

others within the agency have started imple-

menting the updated beaver-management

plan that calls for slightly increasing beaver

numbers in two northern Wisconsin zones.

The new plan also calls for the DNR to iden-
tify areas, usually trout streams, where beaver
presence should be discouraged by convert-
ing aspen areas to conifers or northern hard-
woods. Conversely, in areas where beaver
can cause little damage to infrastructure or
trout, aspen regeneration will be encouraged
through timber cutting, according to the plan.

The Natural Resources Board approved the
new beaver plan in October after four years of
meetings, webinars, surveys, and work by the
DNR'’s beaver task force that was composed of
44 people from 24 agencies, bureaus, groups,
and tribes. :

The 70-page document replaces the 25-year-
old plan that was approved in 1990. The
new plan highlights six areas — population
management, research, habitat management,
damage control, education, and beaver health.

In respect to population management, the

‘report recommends to maintain or slightly
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increase beaver numbers in the two zones |
north of Hwy. 64, to maintain the population |
south of Hwy. 64, and to decrease the popu-
lation in Zone D along the Mississippi River.
Olson said the DNR uses trends, science,
trapping reports, damage reports, and an
aerial survey to get a good indication of the

(See Beaver Plan Page 24)






