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for some backyard magic as they took the plate. Grunenwald
led off with a long double and Rajek worked the count for a
walk to give the Rangers hope with two on and nobody out.
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Above, Rangers’ second-baseman John Annis completes a
play in the Saturday’s WBA
playoff game against the
Haugen Knights at Rib Lake,

while shortstop Chase Nel-
son backs up the play. At
right, Jim Servi appears to
slide under the tag by the
Haugen infielder while at-
tempting to stretch his RBI
single into a double, but is
called out to end the game,

The opposing pitcher struck out the next two batters, leay-
ing the Rangers with one last out. Jim Servi entered the game
as a pinch hitter and quickly had two strikes against him. With
a breaking ball, he took the ball to the opposite field, sending
it right down the first base line, scoring Grunenwald, making
it 9-5. He rounded first and dug for second but was thrown
out on a bang-bang play, ending the game at 9-5.

Five of the nine Haugen nms were eamed. Golisch (11 H,
6'W,5K, 8R, 5 ER in 7-2/3 I) took the loss and Schultz (2 H,
2W, 1K, 1R, 0ER in 1-1/3 ]) relieved.

Merrill knocked out 11 hits, led by Rajek (3-4), Grun-
enwald (2-4, 2B), Cordova (2-5, 2B) and Nelson (1-3,2 W, |
2R).

Wrapping Up ﬂ

Although it’s inevitable that the baseball season will come |
to an end every year, it’s still always hard to see the last game
finish up. Not only does it signal that the end of summer is
near, but that feeling that you get when you walk on the field |
before a game has to wait for another year.

The anticipation, the excitement and the pure enjoyment |
is all put on hold. But most of all, it means that you have to
wait another year to be with the team,

That’s where the memories are created and what really
keeps the team coming back. We’ll eventually be able to
laugh at all the blunders we made, but we’ll never forget the
little things that bonded us as a baseball team. For a few mo-
ments every summer, we are the Merrill Rangers and we can
always be proud of that, no matter where life takes us.



